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High Water Notice

Vi cksburg, Mss., May 8, 2002 -- The National Wather Service Lower
M ssi ssi ppi River Forecast Center in Slidell, La., yesterday issued flood
crest predictions involving significant flooding on the M ssissippi R ver
and tributaries, pronpting the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, M ssissippi
Valley Division, to alert |ower valley residents and busi nesses of the

potential for high-water |evels.

The flooding is a result of the excessive rainfalls that have occurred

in the Mssissippi and Chio basins above Cairo, Ill., within the past week.

ST. LOUIS AREA
The information reflected below is based on current National Wather
Service river forecasts. Heavy rains could cause river levels to rise even

hi gher than predi cted.
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Upper M ssi ssippi River

Fl ood Current Predi cted
Gage Stage Stage NWS 3- Day Forecast Crest & Date
Loui si ana 15.0 15.8 17.2 17.8 18.8 19.0 5/ 10p
LD No. 24(tw) 25.0 26.4 28.1 28.8 29.7 29.9 5/ 10p
LD No. 25(tw) 26.0 27.0 28.4 29.6 30.2 30.5 5/11a
G afton 18.0 20.1 22.4 24.6 25.6 25.7 5/ 11p
Al ton 21.0 18.6 20.8 25.1 27.7 28. 2 5/11a

| npacts: The Upper M ssissippi within the St. Louis District is
experienci ng noderate flooding, with adjacent |ow |ying and unprotected
areas being inpacted. |If NWS forecasts hold true (5-7 feet above fl ood
stage), flooding should remain confined within the fl ood damage reduction
system However, with precipitation potential high all the way through

June, the situation could lead to major fl ooding.

M ddl e M ssi ssippi R ver

FI ood Current Predicted
Gage Stage Stage NWS 3- Day Forecast Crest & Date
St. Louis 30.0 22.5 25. 4 30.9 34.3 35.0 5/ 11a
Chest er 27.0 24.5 25.5 29.0 32.9 Not Avail abl e
Cape G rardeau 32.0 30.6 30.9 32.5 34.8 40. 0 5/ 13a

| npacts: Owing largely to "lower” |evels along the Mssouri River,
the Mddle Mssissippi will experience noderate to major floodi ng dependi ng
upon the location, with the inmediate St. Louis area and the Cape

G rardeau, M., area experiencing only noderate fl ooding.

M ssouri R ver

Fl ood Current Predicted
Gage Stage Stage NWS 3- Day Forecast Crest & Date
Her mann 21.0 09.9 19. 4 21. 4 21.1 21.5 5/ 09p
St. Charles 25.0 12.7 16. 8 22. 4 23.9 24.0 5/ 10p
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| npacts: Long-range forecasts go slightly above fl ood stage on the
M ssouri River within the St. Louis District. Flooding should remain
confined wwthin the fl ood damage reduction system However, wth
precipitation potential high all the way through June, the situation could

| ead to maj or fl ooding.

I[llinois River

Fl ood Current Predi cted
Gage Stage Stage NWS 3- Day Forecast Crest & Date
Har di n 25.0 28. 7 30.2 31.3 32.1 32.5 5/11p

Kaskaski a Ri ver

Fl ood Current Predi ct ed
Gage Stage Stage NWS 3- Day Forecast Crest & Date
Vandal i a 18.0 21.1 26. 2 27.0 26. 4 27.5 5/ 08p

| npacts: Vandalia gage may exceed record height of 27.4 feet set in
1996. Adjacent farm ands along the entire Kaskaskia Ri ver are already wet,
so crops have not yet been planted. Reservoirs are releasing water now to
provide flood protection after crops have been planted. If the Kaskaskia
Ri ver reaches 27.4 feet, the levee there will overtop. Wile the city wll

remai n unaffected, sonme protected farm and will be inpacted.

MEMPHIS AREA

The M ssissippi Rver is expected to crest at 38 feet May 15 at the

New Madrid, M., gage. Bankfull at New Madrid is 40 feet.
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This will put approximately one third of the Birds Point-New Madrid
fl oodway (38,500 acres or 60 square mles) under water. The water is
entering the fl oodway through the 1,500-foot gap at the | ower end of the

fl oodway.

O the 38,500 acres being inpacted, approxinmately 30,000 acres are
croplands. The remaining 8,500 acres are primarily forested areas, pasture

and exi sting bodies of water in the floodway.

Portions of sonme lowlying roads will be under water at 38 feet on the

New Madrid gage. Specifically, portions of H ghway WWw || be under water.

O her relevant gage predictions (based on current National Wather

Service Quantitative Precipitation Forecasts) are as foll ows:

e Cairo, IlIl., to crest at 50 feet on May 14 (bankfull is 44 feet).

e Caruthersville, M., to crest at 38 feet on May 16 (bankfull is

35 feet).

e Menphis, Tenn., to crest at 33 feet on May 18 (bankfull is 34

feet).
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If additional rainfall occurs, higher |evels and additional inpacts can

be expected.

VICKSBURG AREA

The current river forecast has the M ssissippi River at Vicksburg
going to 41 feet on May 24. The river crested previously at 41.6 feet on

April 12. Conditions will be very simlar to what occurred then.

Basically, roads in the Long Lake and Chi ckasaw Bayou conmunities wl |
be under water. Access to hunting/fishing canps and other property wll be
cut off. Low lying agriculture |Iands and thousands of acres of cropland that
have been planted since the April high water will be inundated, particularly
in the Yazoo Backwater Area, Lower Yazoo, Bayou Pierre, Coles Creek, St
Cat herine Creek, Lake Mary, and Honochitto River. In addition, sone cropland
on the protected side of the Mssissippi R ver |levees will be inpacted from

seepage.

For nore on M ssissippi River stages, visit the followng district web

sites:
St. Louis -- |http://nvs-we. nvs. usace. army. ml/]
Menphi s -- |http://ww. mvm usace. arny. nil/hydraul i cs/ nenphis. htn
Vi cksburg -- http://ww:.nvk.usace. arny. nil/offices/ed/ edh/ wat ercontrol . htn
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http://mvs-wc.mvs.usace.army.mil/
http://www.mvm.usace.army.mil/hydraulics/memphis.htm
http://www.mvk.usace.army.mil/offices/ed/edh/watercontrol.htm
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